CHAPTER V
MODES OF WORSHIP IN THE CANARESE
COUNTRY
THE Canarese are closely allied ethnologically to the
Telugus, and we should naturally expect, therefore, to
find a close connexion between the ceremonies used by
the two peoples in the worship of their village god-
desses. A brief account of the ceremonies used in
different parts of the Canarese country will show how
far this is actually the case.
Bellary District, In the Bellary district Durgamma,l
Sunkalamma, and Uramma are very commonly wor-
shipped. Uramma means simply the village goddess,
and is equivalent to the general term grama-devata.
Her festival is not celebrated annually, but when there
is a specially good crop, or when cholera or plague
break out. The following account of it was given me
by an Asadi of a village near Bellary, and may be taken
as describing fairly the general type of such festivals
and sacrifices throughout the district.
We will suppose that cholera has broken out in the
village. The villagers then make vows to offer the
sacrifice if the epidemic ceases. The day appointed
for the festival is invariably a Tuesday, and on the
previous Tuesday a basin-shaped earthen lamp, filled
with oil and furnished with a stout cotton wick, is
placed in the house of the Reddy (village magistrate)
and kept lighted till the festival and all the ceremonies
are ended. The carpenter, also, prepares beforehand
a wooden image of the goddess and a small cart, while
1 Durga is one of the many names of Kali, the wife of Siva*